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RESILIENT FAITH
August 2 & 3, 2025

Today’s Scripture: Daniel 6
3 Enemies of Resilient Faith

. and selfish ambition
— Certain people want me to fail.

James 3:14-16 (NLT)

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your
heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy
and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are
earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and
selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.

o norms and immoral
— Attacks on Christianity are unrelenting.

Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV)

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

. of all types
— Troubles will come until we get to Heaven.

2 Timothy 4:17 (NIV)

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
might hear it. And | was delivered from the lion’s mouth.




5 Places Resilient Faith is Forged:

o At or school

e In filled moments
o At

o At

e When is possible

Daniel’s Map to Resilient Faith

Like Daniel in the Palace:
F 1 |1 will stay , even if it costs me my
i | position of

Daniel 6:1-5 (NLT)

Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and
he appointed a high officer to rule over each province. The king also
chose Daniel and two others as administrators to supervise the high
officers and protect the king’s interests. Daniel soon proved himself
more capable than all the other administrators and high officers.
Because of Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him over
the entire empire. Then the other administrators and high officers began
searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling government
affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was
faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy. So they
concluded, “Our only chance of finding grounds for accusing Daniel will
be in connection with the rules of his religion.”

2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT)
Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.

Matthew 5:11-12 (NLT)

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie
about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are
my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits
you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in
the same way.

Modern Application:

When | live with integrity it might cost me position, platform, or
popularity, but | will choose over
man’s approval.

Acts 5:29b (NLT)
“We must obey God rather than any human authority.”



Like Daniel Under Pressure:

F | will remain when the world pushes
i 2 imeto_______ tosin.

Daniel 6:6-10 (NLT)

So the administrators and high officers went to the king and said, “Long
live King Darius! We are all in agreement—we administrators, officials,
high officers, advisers, and governors—that the king should make a law
that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the next thirty days any
person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your
Majesty—uwill be thrown into the den of lions. And now, Your Majesty,
issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, an official law of the
Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” So King Darius signed
the law. But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went
home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows
open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had
always done, giving thanks to his God.

Modern Application:
Our culture constantly edits truth, softens convictions, and
pressures us to bend our beliefs. Therefore, | must be

1 Corinthians 15:58 (TPT)

So now, beloved ones, stand firm, stable, and enduring. Live your lives
with an unshakeable confidence. We know that we prosper and excel in
every season by serving the Lord, because we are assured that our
union with the Lord makes our labor productive with fruit that endures.

Like Daniel at his window:

!"3 1 will practice and
i | faith.

Daniel 6:10-13 (NLT)

But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home
and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open
toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always
done, giving thanks to his God. Then the officials went together to
Daniel’s house and found him praying and asking for God’s help. So
they went straight to the king and reminded him about his law. “Did you
not sign a law that for the next thirty days any person who prays to
anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—uwill be thrown
into the den of lions?” “Yes,” the king replied, “that decision stands; it is
an official law of the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” Then
they told the king, “That man Daniel, one of the captives from Judabh, is
ignoring you and your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.”




Modern Application:

Faith today is often silent or secret, but Daniel's was rhythmic. |
must develop a spiritually walk with God that is
never by culture or compromises.

Matthew 6:6 (GW)

When you pray, go into your room and close the door. Pray privately to
your Father who is with you. Your Father sees what you do in private.
He will reward you.

Like Daniel in the Den:

!’”4 | 1 will trust God to and
i || at my darkest hour.

Daniel 6:14-23 (NLT)

Hearing this, the king was deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way
to save Daniel. He spent the rest of the day looking for a way to get
Daniel out of this predicament. In the evening the men went together to
the king and said, “Your Majesty, you know that according to the law of
the Medes and the Persians, no law that the king signs can be
changed.” So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and
thrown into the den of lions. The king said to him, “May your God, whom
you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” A stone was brought and placed
over the mouth of the den. The king sealed the stone with his own royal
seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel.
Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night fasting. He
refused his usual entertainment and couldn’t sleep at all that night. Very
early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den.
When he got there, he called out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the
living God! Was your God, whom you serve so faithfully, able to rescue
you from the lions?” Daniel answered, “Long live the king! My God sent
his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, for |
have been found innocent in his sight. And | have not wronged you,
Your Majesty.” The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted
from the den. Not a scratch was found on him, for he had trusted in his
God.

Modern Application:
Though | may never face literal lions, | will often face fear, betrayal,
anxiety, or spiritual attacks, so | must remember

Psalm 34:7 (GNT)
The angel of the Lord camps around those who obey him, and he
rescues them.

Hebrews 11:33 (NLT)
By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and
received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions.



Like Daniel before the King:
r5 | 1 will use my trials, troubles, and tribulations

jto

Daniel 6:25-27 (NLT)

Then King Darius sent this message to the people of every race and
nation and language throughout the world: “Peace and prosperity to
you! | decree that everyone throughout my kingdom should tremble with
fear before the God of Daniel. For he is the living God, and he will
endure forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rule will
never end. He rescues and saves his people; he performs miraculous
signs and wonders in the heavens and on earth. He has rescued Daniel
from the power of the lions.”

Modern Application:
My faith under pressure may be the one thing that causes others to
finally see who God is and accept His

1 Peter 2:12 (TPT)

Live honorable lives as you mix with unbelievers, even though they
accuse you of being evildoers. For they will see your beautiful works
and have a reason to glorify God in the day he visits us.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (TPT)

We view our slight, short-lived troubles in the light of eternity. We see
our difficulties as the substance that produces for us an eternal, weighty
glory far beyond all comparison, because we don’t focus our attention
on what is seen but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but the unseen realm is eternal.
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RESILIENT FAITH
August 2 & 3, 2025

Today’s Scripture: Daniel 6
3 Enemies of Resilient Faith

¢ Jealousy and selfish ambition
— Certain people want me to fail.

James 3:14-16 (NLT)

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your
heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy
and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are
earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and
selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.

e Cultural norms and immoral laws
— Attacks on Christianity are unrelenting.

Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV)

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

e Lions’ dens of all types
— Troubles will come until we get to Heaven.

2 Timothy 4:17 (NIV)

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
might hear it. And | was delivered from the lion’s mouth.



5 Places Resilient Faith is Forged:
o At work or school
¢ In pressure filled moments
e At home
e At church
o When death is possible

Daniel’s Map to Resilient Faith

Like Daniel in the Palace:

1 |1 will stay faithful, even if it costs me my position of
| influence.

Daniel 6:1-5 (NLT)

Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and
he appointed a high officer to rule over each province. The king also
chose Daniel and two others as administrators to supervise the high
officers and protect the king’s interests. Daniel soon proved himself
more capable than all the other administrators and high officers.
Because of Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him over
the entire empire. Then the other administrators and high officers began
searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling government
affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was
faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy. So they
concluded, “Our only chance of finding grounds for accusing Daniel will
be in connection with the rules of his religion.”

2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT)
Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.

Matthew 5:11-12 (NLT)

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie
about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are
my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits
you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in
the same way.

Modern Application:
When | live with integrity it might cost me position, platform, or
popularity, but | will choose God’s approval over man’s approval.

Acts 5:29b (NLT)
“We must obey God rather than any human authority.”



Like Daniel Under Pressure:

2 "1 will remain faithful when the world pushes me to
|| conform to sin.

Daniel 6:6-10 (NLT)

So the administrators and high officers went to the king and said, “Long
live King Darius! We are all in agreement—we administrators, officials,
high officers, advisers, and governors—that the king should make a law
that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the next thirty days any
person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your
Majesty—uwill be thrown into the den of lions. And now, Your Majesty,
issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, an official law of the
Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” So King Darius signed
the law. But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went
home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows
open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had
always done, giving thanks to his God.

Modern Application:

Our culture constantly edits truth, softens convictions, and
pressures us to bend our beliefs. Therefore, | must be
unshakeable.

1 Corinthians 15:58 (TPT)

So now, beloved ones, stand firm, stable, and enduring. Live your lives
with an unshakeable confidence. We know that we prosper and excel in
every season by serving the Lord, because we are assured that our
union with the Lord makes our labor productive with fruit that endures.

Like Daniel at his window:

3 1 will practice consistent and
| visible faith.

Daniel 6:10-13 (NLT)

But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home
and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open
toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always
done, giving thanks to his God. Then the officials went together to
Daniel’s house and found him praying and asking for God’s help. So
they went straight to the king and reminded him about his law. “Did you
not sign a law that for the next thirty days any person who prays to
anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—uwill be thrown
into the den of lions?” “Yes,” the king replied, “that decision stands; it is
an official law of the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” Then
they told the king, “That man Daniel, one of the captives from Judabh, is
ignoring you and your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.”



Modern Application:

Faith today is often silent or secret, but Daniel's was rhythmic. |
must develop a spiritually rhythmic walk with God that is never
altered by culture or compromises.

Matthew 6:6 (GW)

When you pray, go into your room and close the door. Pray privately to
your Father who is with you. Your Father sees what you do in private.
He will reward you.

Like Daniel in the Den:

!’”4 |1 will trust God to protect and provide at
| | my darkest hour.

Daniel 6:14-23 (NLT)

Hearing this, the king was deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way
to save Daniel. He spent the rest of the day looking for a way to get
Daniel out of this predicament. In the evening the men went together to
the king and said, “Your Majesty, you know that according to the law of
the Medes and the Persians, no law that the king signs can be
changed.” So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and
thrown into the den of lions. The king said to him, “May your God, whom
you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” A stone was brought and placed
over the mouth of the den. The king sealed the stone with his own royal
seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel.
Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night fasting. He
refused his usual entertainment and couldn’t sleep at all that night. Very
early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den.
When he got there, he called out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the
living God! Was your God, whom you serve so faithfully, able to rescue
you from the lions?” Daniel answered, “Long live the king! My God sent
his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, for |
have been found innocent in his sight. And | have not wronged you,
Your Majesty.” The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted
from the den. Not a scratch was found on him, for he had trusted in his
God.

Modern Application:
Though | may never face literal lions, | will often face fear, betrayal,
anxiety, or spiritual attacks, so | must remember God is in control.

Psalm 34:7 (GNT)
The angel of the Lord camps around those who obey him, and he
rescues them.

Hebrews 11:33 (NLT)
By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and
received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions.



Like Daniel before the King:

!'"5 |1 will use my trials, troubles, and tribulations
i || to glorify God.

Daniel 6:25-27 (NLT)

Then King Darius sent this message to the people of every race and
nation and language throughout the world: “Peace and prosperity to
you! | decree that everyone throughout my kingdom should tremble with
fear before the God of Daniel. For he is the living God, and he will
endure forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rule will
never end. He rescues and saves his people; he performs miraculous
signs and wonders in the heavens and on earth. He has rescued Daniel
from the power of the lions.”

Modern Application:
My faith under pressure may be the one thing that causes others to
finally see who God is and accept His gift of grace.

1 Peter 2:12 (TPT)

Live honorable lives as you mix with unbelievers, even though they
accuse you of being evildoers. For they will see your beautiful works
and have a reason to glorify God in the day he visits us.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (TPT)

We view our slight, short-lived troubles in the light of eternity. We see
our difficulties as the substance that produces for us an eternal, weighty
glory far beyond all comparison, because we don’t focus our attention
on what is seen but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but the unseen realm is eternal.



